Video Notes: Russia Revolution
· In 1917 the last czar of Russia was overthrown. Vladimir Lenin overthrew Alexander Kerensky and in the October Revolution and instituted Communism in Russia, changing world history forever.
· Russia in 1917 was a massive country. Two men from the same town of Simbirsk on the Volga River fought for power against one another.
· Alexander Kerensky’s father taught school in the town and Lenin’s father was the inspector of schools.

· Lenin’s father’s curriculum ran into conflict with the established church.

· 80% of the population of the country was made up of poor farmers although serfdom had officially ended a few years earlier.

· Industry was expanding rapidly and drew farmers into the city for work. Long hours and low wages were a difficult life.

· The czar ruled like the old kings of Europe.

· Alexander (Lenin’s older brother) was arrested carrying a bomb inside a textbook at the university. He was executed and his family was now ostracized.

· Alexander Kerensky’s father stood by Lenin’s family. He even wrote a letter of recommendation for Lenin.

· Lenin was drawn into politics and soon expelled from the university. Soon after he read the Communist Manifesto and works of Karl Marx.

· Lenin spent 4-years in exile and finally allowed him to sit for the bar to become a lawyer.

· He then moved to St. Petersburg to practice law. While there he made contact with other revolutionaries.

· In 1897 he was arrested for inciting strikes and exiled to Siberia.

· The new Czar was Nicholas.

· It took Lenin 2-years to reach Siberia. He hunted and took long walks. Much of his time was spent communicating with the Communist intelligencia. He became a prolific writer and made his plans for a power shift in Russia- and the overthrow of capitalism in Europe.

· He was devoted to helping the factory workers and farmers of Russia through the overthrow of capitalism.

· Soon he was expelled from Russia and spent time in Switzerland, France, Belgium, and England.

· The Communist newspaper became radical.

· The czarist authorities and arbitrary brutality pushed more people to the revolutionary cause.

· Czar Nicholas was completely ignorant of what was occurring in his own country. He lived in opulence and wealth while his country fell apart.

· Russian next fought a war in Manchuria for control of eastern Russia.

· The czar was forced to create the Duma- the czar’s Parliament.

· Kerensky became a member of the Duma and was a moderate but continued to communicate with the revolutionaries.

· Kerensky wanted the poor to become rich by working hard in the new Russia.

· Lenin wanted the rich to become poor by the redistribution of their wealth.

· Neither Lenin nor Kerensky had much influence in politics until World War I.

· 15-million Russians fought in World War I. They experienced success at first due to their sheer numbers but being under armed and underfed they were defenseless against the German machineguns.

· Between 5-million and 8-million Russians died from the German machine guns.

· In the summer of 1916, against advice, Czar Nicholas took personal charge of the armed forces and went to war. Now the failures at war became directly associated with him.

· The bitter winter of 1917 food had almost run out and there was no fuel.

· In 1917, in the midst of a heated debate Kerensky called for someone to assassinate the czar. He called for the creation of a new Russia.

· Demonstrations in the streets soon became riots and the czar’s elite forces refused to shoot the demonstrators.

· On March 2, 1917 Czar Nicholas was forced to abdicate. He was the last absolute monarch in Europe.

· The Provisional government that took over made little progress. They made promises but made little action.

· Kerensky was the sole socialist in the government and was also a member of the local Soviet (workers committee).

· Lenin asked Germany to help him get back to Russia and Germany was glad to send the radical there to disrupt Russia.

· Lenin made a speech for bread and land and the end to war.

· In the Bolshevik headquarters (girls school) Lenin called for power to shift from the Provisional government to the Soviets (which now had large memberships and many Bolsheviks).

· Lenin’s words echoed everywhere- “Peace to the soldiers, land to the peasants, and freedom to the workers.”

· Three times Bolsheviks planned to take power from the Provisional government. Each time Lenin lost his nerve.

· Kerensky now grew convinced that Russia could win World War I and refused to take Russia out of the war. Russia continued to lose many men and the troops deserted in droves. Now the people grew fed up with Kerensky.

· Lenin went into hiding and avoided arrest as a German agent.

· Kerensky now moved into the czar’s Winter Palace (which had never housed a commoner before).

· Kerensky felt more threatened by the czarists than the Bolsheviks. He kept the czar and his family in prison and released Bolsheviks.

· Lenin continued to write from his exile in Finland. Everyday people read his message calling for revolution.

· In October Lenin secretly returned to St. Petersburg and urged the Bolsheviks to take over. Leon Trotsky began to assemble a Red Army to overthrow the government.

· For two weeks there was a standoff.

· On October 24, 1917 the Kerensky shut down the Bolshevik newspapers. The Red troops soon opened them again.

· That night 5,000 Red troops were mobilized and took over all government buildings with little oppositions.

· Lenin then drafted a declaration- that the Provisional Government had been deposed and power shifted to the Petrograd Soviet of soldiers, workers, and peasants.

· The Winter Palace was the only building left in control of the Provisional Government. Kerensky left earlier to raise troops but fled the country after the revolt.

· At 9 PM a cannon fired and by 11PM the Bolsheviks stormed into the Winter Palace. All that remained were a handful of cadets and women soldiers. The remaining members of the Provision Government were found in a dining room at 2AM and arrested.

· Lenin called for free elections. When the Bolsheviks gained only 25% of the vote, he ignored it and said it was irrelevant. The coup was complete.

· The Communist coup of 1917 was a turning point for the whole world. The new Soviet Union embarked on a new Communist experiment.

· Lenin created a one party dictatorship of the proletariat.

· Although he died an invalid, he was responsible for significant change in power in Russia.
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